
SPRING, 2017 600-LEVEL CIS CLASSES 

All 600+ CIS courses are open to all UA doctoral students and all C&IS master’s students with instructor permission. 
 
CIS 601: Proseminar in Pedagogy  
R 12:30-1:45 
Instructor: Dr. Alexa Chilcutt (achilcutt@ua.edu) 

This pass/fail course is part of the orientation for all PhD students taken in the second semester, introducing students to teaching 
techniques in communication and information sciences. 
 
CIS 607: Theory Construction and Epistemology  
M 9:00-11:30 
Instructor: Dr. Andrew Billings (acbillings@ua.edu) 
 
This course is designed to provide detailed study of the philosophical foundations of theory construction and current issues in theories of 
the nature of knowledge. Students will be able to credibly critique and advance communication theory from a social scientific 
epistemological perspective. 

CIS 650: Seminar: Advanced Quantitative Research Methods 
M 3:00-5:30 
Instructor: Dr. Kenon Brown (kabrown4@ua.edu) 
 
This course is designed to give doctoral students a more thorough understanding of designing, analyzing and critiquing applied quantitative 
research projects, specifically projects that employ survey and experimental methods. Students will thoroughly discuss several 
methodological designs and statistical procedures that will ultimately allow them to design, complete and eventually publish their findings 
from original, independent research projects. Several topics will be covered, including: 

 Human research ethics, including IRB certification 

 Conceptualization and operationalization of variables, including scale construction 

 Survey and experimental design 

 Participant recruitment issues and challenges 

 Data analysis and interpretation, including Big Data analysis and advanced modeling techniques 

 Discussing and presenting research findings 

NOTE: In order to take full advantage of this course, it is advised that interested students have completed a general methods course and a 
basic statistics course. 
 
CIS 650: Seminar: Health Communication - Interpersonal, Small Group and Organizational Contexts 
T 3:20-5:50 
Instructor: Dr. Carol Mills (cbmills@ua.edu) 
 
This course will focus on understanding interpersonal, organizational, and mediated communication as it relates to health communication. 
This is a useful class for students who want to study a growing area in applied communication for either academic/research or professional 
careers. We will:  

 Evaluate communication behaviors in health care relationships, health care teams, and health care organizations.  

 Explore how communication efforts based on technology applications such as websites and mobile devices are becoming 
increasingly utilized in health settings.  

 Examine how race, culture (and faith!) affect communication in the delivery of health care. 

 Delve into some of the basic lifespan and (dis)ability issues that affect health communication.  

To do so, some topics will include issues such as breaking bad news, caregiving and caregiving burdens, end of life decision making, health 
identity, health narratives, and personal health issues as public health (Domestic Violence, Bullying, Gun Violence, Obesity, etc.) 
 
We will be using scholarly and popular press materials, utilizing case studies, and interacting with academic and professional guest speakers.  
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CIS 650: Seminar: Humanistic Research Methods  
R 5:00-7:30 
Instructor: Dr. Robert Gaines (rngaines@ua.edu) 
 
Founded on a logical conceptualization of knowledge creation, this course surveys eight modes of knowing in the humanities: philological 
interpretation, phenomenological interpretation, explanatory history, narrative history, aesthetic/technical criticism, cultural criticism, 
theoretical analysis, and theoretical synthesis. Treatment of modes includes investigation of theories and examination of applications. 
Authors include James Berlin, Carol Blair, William Dray, Frans H. van Eemeren and Rob Grootendorst, Michel Foucault, Hans-Georg 
Gadamer, Roderick Hart, Eric D. Hirsch, Jr., Jeffrey King, Andrew Milner and Jeff Browitt, Michael McGee, Ray McKerrow, Richard 
Palmer, Chaim Perelman, Edward Said, John Searle, Francis Spearshott, Stephen Toulmin, and Hadyn White (among others). Participants 
are evaluated based on course reading reports, a research proposal/description (with justification of method), a conference-style 
presentation, and a formal research paper (supplied with methodological commentary). 
 
CIS 650: Seminar: Intercultural Communication 
W 6:00-8:30 
Instructor: Dr. Mary Meares (mmmeares@ua.edu) 
 
Survey and analysis of major concepts, theories, and research dealing with communication between people of different cultural 
backgrounds in multicultural and international settings.  
 
CIS 650: Seminar: Media and Social Identity  
R 2:00-430 
Instructor: Dr. Scott Parrott (msparrott@ua.edu) 
 
This course will immerse doctoral students in the budding field of research related to mass media and stereotypes, prejudice, and 
discrimination. We will read seminal studies about how the media portray different social groups. This includes race, gender, age, religion, 
immigration, mental illness. We will also explore how media content informs stereotypes, prejudice, and discrimination. You will develop a 
research project related to media and social identity. You will also help launch a website on the topic, with the goal of helping the public 
better understand how the media portrays social groups and what effects it might have.  
 
CIS 650: Seminar: Media Sociology  
W 2:00-4:30 
Instructor: Dr. Wilson Lowrey (wlowrey@ua.edu) 
 
In this course we will explore sociological theory and research about the factors, forces and contexts that shape the production of media 
and culture. In doing so, we'll aim to understand better why we get what we get in the media, and the important implications for our 
society. Students in past classes have explored why we have partisanship and bias in the news media; why marginalized groups are 
underrepresented in the media; why so many TV shows are alike and how genres develop; forces that influence the selection of library 
materials; the influence of "taken for granted" work routines on media production; how and why digital technologies shape the media; how 
globalization shapes film production, advertising and news; changes in news, entertainment, PR, and library professional practice; and many 
other topics. Students will produce research projects on topics of their choice, with an eye on presentation and publication. 
 
CIS 653: Descriptive Bibliography  
R 9:00-11:50 
Instructor: Dr. Robert Riter (rbriter@slis.ua.edu) 
 
This course examines the intellectual objectives served by descriptive bibliographies and introduces the methods and problems of 
bibliographical description of printed books of the hand- and machine-press periods. Emphasis is on the examination and historical 
analysis of books as physical objects. The course is primarily for students interested in the history of books, special collections, rare book 
cataloging, and humanities reference work. 

CIS 654: Print Culture and Society  
M 1:00-3:45 
Instructor: Dr. Jefrrey Weddle (jweddle@slis.ua.edu) 

This course examines the book as a cultural artifact and explores the impact of print culture on communication and 
knowledge/information production in Europe and the United States. Topics include orality and literacy, reading, authorship, copyright, 
markets and distribution, and the future of books in a digital age. 
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