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The University of Alabama’s College of Communication and Information Sciences is 
committed to promoting an environment that harbors and promotes meaningful diversity, 
equity, and inclusion. With such a vibrant mission to uphold we are proud to host the 
annual Discerning Diverse Voices Symposium each Spring. Started in 2009, this 
symposium is a forum for the sharing of ideas from researchers, students, and 
professionals in the communication and information sciences fields. The Symposium 
supports inclusion by providing free registration for all presenters and general 
participants. 
 
The DDVS committee invites you to submit paper or panel proposals for the 13th Annual 
Discerning Diverse Voices Symposium that address the communication and information 
needs of diverse populations. This year, preference is given toward proposals that engage 
with our theme of media platforms and their impact on diversity. Nevertheless, because 
the purpose of the symposium is to encourage research about diversity and 
communication in all its manifestations, we welcome proposals that encompass the 
following areas:  

 
 Organizations: leadership and management, recruitment and retention, 

mentoring, organizational culture, motivation and conflict in the workplace and 
community-based organizations.  

 Knowledge: the educational, recreational, informational, political, medical and 
cultural needs of diverse populations.   

 Mediated representations: communication and rhetorical strategies, communication 
effects, and historical and contemporary images of diverse populations.  

 Cultural criticism and commentary (politics, social media, film)  
 Intersectionality and identity (including, but not limited to studies of race, 

gender, LGBTQA+, social class, ability, and age)  
 Social Justice/Movements (i.e. Black Lives Matter, #MeToo, We Need Diverse Books)  
 Diversity in Popular Culture (reality television, sports, fashion, news, music)  

  
This symposium is highly interdisciplinary and seeks to attract a wide range of topics 
and methods used in researching diversity in our society. Proposals are encouraged 
from faculty, staff, graduate and undergraduate students, communication professionals, 
and community activists.  
 



Submission categories: 
- Research Papers (abstract submission). Papers may include empirical studies, 

comprehensive literature reviews, or position papers. Completed papers should be able 
to be presented or summarized within approximately 10 minutes at the symposium 
(the exact time given will depend on the number of papers in the same session). Q&A 
will follow. 

- Pre-Constituted Panels (moderated sessions composed of researchers, 
professionals, and/or students). Panels include discussion about a specific topic 
among a selected group of panelists who share differing perspectives. Sessions are 
55 minutes including Q&A. 

- Diversity Bubbles: This new category features invited faculty and communication 
professional facilitators and self-selected participants to join what we are calling 
“diversity bubbles” based on topics in line with our theme. The goal of diversity 
bubbles is to allow for more intimate, in-depth discussions around these topics of 
interest. When you submit your proposal, you will also be asked if you are 
interested in participating in a Diversity Bubble. More information about selection 
will come in the Spring. 

 
Proposals submitted in one category may be accepted in a different category as space 
allows. Complete submission details for each type of proposal are in the submission portal. 
 
Please submit to the online submission portal only; emailed or late proposals will not 
be accepted for review. Presenters will be notified in early February and will be 
required to register for the symposium to be listed in the program.  
  
For more information, contact the 2022 Symposium co-chairs, Dr. Miriam Sweeney 
(mesweeney1@ua.edu) or Dr. Kristen Warner (kwarner@ua.edu). 
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